
What’s the use?
A guide to the right door for the right purpose

From an extravagant door in your main entry to a cubbyhole closet in the basement, the purpose of the 
door may tell you a lot about what kind of a door you need.
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What’s the Use? 
A Guide to the 
Right Door for the 
Right Purpose
With doors being a huge part of your house budget, careful 
selection can save you considerable money.

Closet Doors
On a typical bedroom closet, you would likely choose either 
sliding (bypass) doors or bifold doors.

Bypass doors can be considerably less costly than bifold, but 
they also tend to feel cheaper — especially when they come 
off their rails. If you go with bifold doors, you must decide 
between louvered or solid panel, with louvered being the more 
expensive option by several dollars per door. But an advantage 
to a louvered door, besides looks, is that louvers allow better 
air circulation in the closet.

A walk-in bedroom closet is likely to have a standard hinged 
door, though you might want it louvered to aid ventilation.

Pocket Doors
If you have an area where a swinging door, or even a bifold 
door, would infringe on available space, a pocket door might 
be the best choice. A pocket door slides on an overhead rail 
into the wall, out of sight and out of the way. You might use a 

pocket door to close off a dining area from the kitchen, or the 
toilet from the vanity area in the bathroom.

The Entry Door
Your entry door is the face of your home. It may be the first 
thing a visitor focuses on, the first thing they touch. You want 
that entry door to reflect quality. But unfortunately, it can also 
cost several thousand dollars.

Of course, you want the door to fit the house. A 1,300-foot 
modest rambler probably doesn’t call for a masterpiece door. 
But an upscale residence could easily handle carved-panel 
double doors with leaded-glass inserts. Add matching leaded-
glass panels on each side of the doors (called side lights or 
lites) and a transom lite spanning the whole shebang. That’s 
where the several thousand dollars comes in.

Besides having an attractive door, your entry door - and other 
exterior doors — should be solid. They should offer weather 
and sound insulation, and protect you from intruders.
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For the Patio
There are two common doors that lead to a patio — the 
sliding door, also called a patio door, and French doors. 
Prices range from around $400 to over $1,100 at a big-box 
store, with the sliding glass door maybe a hundred dollars 
less than the French doors for comparable quality. However, 
an all-wood (fir) set of French doors with a metal-clad 
exterior can cost well over $2,000 from some window/door 
manufacturers — even $5,000 or $6,000 for arched doors.

Other Interior Doors
You can save some money on selectively choosing your 
interior doors. To reduce noise, you may want the more 
insulated, solid-core doors for your bedroom, laundry room 
or rec room; but you might go with a less expensive hollow-
core door for your closets. They can look the same, but you 
might save $50 a door on the hollow core.


